
Project title: National Lung Cancer Audit (NLCA)

Exisiting datasets Trusts/Health Boards

National Cancer Registration & 

Analysis Service (NHSD)

Data Controller: NHSD

Data Processer: NCRAS (NHSD)

National Cancer Registration 

& Analysis Service (NHSD)

Data Controller: NHSD

Data Processer: NCRAS 

(NHSD)

Data Linkage

Data Controller: NHSD

Data Processer: NCRAS (NHSD)

National Cancer Registration 

& Analysis Service (NHSD)

Data Controller: NHSD

Data Processer: NCRAS 

(NHSD)

National Cancer Registration & 

Analysis Service (NHSD)

Data Controller: NHSD

Data Processer: NCRAS (NHSD)

Pseudonymised

Clinical Effectivenes Unit (CEU), 

Royal College of Surgeons of 

England (RCSEng)

Data Controller: HQIP/NHSE

Data Processer: CEU, RCSEng

Pseudonymised

Outputs

Anonymised and Aggregated
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*NCRAS = National Cancer Registration and Analysis Service; NHSD = NHS Digital

NOTES:

1. NHS England and HQIP are joint data controllers for the NLCA data provided to the NLCA team @ CEU, RCSEng.

2. With the exception of 'date of death'  no other direct identifiers are contained within the data flows to the NLCA team @ CEU, RCSEng. NCRAS advised HQIP (data controller) and the NLCA team (data 

processor) that processing of ‘date of death’ is no longer considered to be identifiable but instead is classed as 'sensitive' and can be released without the need for an exception to the common law duty of 

confidentiality further to the adoption of NHS Digital’s release policy (updated in 2019). 

3. NCRAS are exempt from applying national opt outs, apart from when they release patient identifiable data. The data provided to the NLCA team are de-identified (pseudonymised).

COSD data (core & 
pathology)
Controller: Trusts
Identifiable, sensitive

CR & RCRD data
Controller: NCRAS, NHSD
Identifiable, sensitive

ONS Mortality data
Controller: ONS
Identifiable, sensitive

HES data
Controller: NHSD
Identifiable, sensitive

SACT data
Controller: NCRAS, NHSD
Identifiable, sensitive

RTDS
Controller: NCRAS, NHSD
Identifiable, sensitive

CANISC
Controller: PHW
Identifiable, sensitive

Trusts send COSD data 
(core & pathology)
to NCRAS
Identifiable, sensitive

NCRAS load and process 

COSD data (core &
pathology) into ENCORE

Identifiable, sensitive

NCRAS transfer data into 
CAS (Cancer Analysis 
System)
Identifiable, sensitive

NCRAS link NLCA 

extract to ONS data

NCRAS link NLCA 

extract to HES data

NCRAS link NLCA 

extract to RTDS & 

NCRAS link NLCA 

extract to CWT & 
DiDs data 

NCRAS pseudonymise

NLCA extract [NHS 
number replaced with 
NLCA specific patient ID, 
DoB replaced with Age at 
Diagnosis]

ODR release the 
pseudonymised NLCA 
extract
Sensitive

RCSEng CEU receive the 
pseudonymised NLCA 
extract
Sensitive

RCSEng CEU develop 

statistical tables and 
outputs

Key
Green = Identifiable
Blue = Pseudonymised
Red = Anonymised and Aggregated

Peer-reviewed articles and 
abstracts
Anonymised and Aggregated
Small numbers; Suppressed

PHW send CANISC data 

to RCSEng CEU
Pseudonymised

NCRAS link NLCA 

extract to 
unprocessed COSD
data

NLCA Quarterly Reports
Anonymised and Aggregated
Small numbers; Suppressed

NLCA 'State of the Nation' 
report developed annually 
Anonymised and Aggregated

NCRAS extract patients 
diagnosed with lung 
cancer from CAS (NLCA 
extract)
Identifiable, sensitive

Cancer Waiting Times 
data
Controller: NCRAS, NHSD
Identifiable, sensitive

Diagnostic Imaging data
Controller: NCRAS, NHSD
Identifiable, sensitive

Molecular diagnostic test 
data
Controller: NCRAS, NHSD
Identifiable, sensitive


